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REPORT. 


To His Excellency R. B. Lindsay, y 
: Governor of the State of Alabama: 
IR— 

The undersigned, State Commissioners, appointed by 
your Excellency to examine and report upon the condition 
of such Railroads as are applying for and receiving State 
aid, in compliance with the 14th Article of an Act of the 
Legislature, approved February the 21st, 1870: “To fur- 
nish the aid and credit of the State for the purpose of 
expediting the construction of Railroads within the State,” 
beg leave to submit the following statement, as the result 
of our careful examination of that portion of the Alabaina 
and Chattanooga Railroad, between Meridian and the 
northern State line of Alabama, at the point where it 
passes out of Alabama into the State of Georgia. 

- By request of Col. J. H. Gindrat, appointed by your 
Excellency as Receiver on the part of the State, we have 
_ made as careful and minute an examination of the road, 
in all its parts, as could have been done, short of an instru- 
mental survey, and find its condition, commencing at Meri- 
dian, Mississippi, as follows, to-wit : 

From Meridian to York Station, twenty-seven (27) miles, 
the road bed is old, ‘well built and substantial. The rails 
on three (3) miles of this portion of the road is of good 
quality, weighing fifty-six (56) pounds to the yard; on 
twenty-four (24) the rails are light, weighing less than 
fifty (50) pounds to the yard, badly kinked from burning, 
and worn out, The cross-ties are rotten and many of them 
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washed up. The culverts are of wood, rotten ani falling 
in. The bridges and the trestles are old, but are made 
. safe by repairs. 

- We estimate the rebuilding of this aie nea (27) 
miles of road will cost one hundred and forty-one thousand 
dollars over and above the as of, the old rails now. on 
the track. 

From York Station to Ackron Station, forty-five (45) 
miles, the superstructure is laid upon a good and substan- 
tial road bed: The excavations and embankments are 
brought to proper shape and grade adapted for the per- 
manent working of the road. 

The rails are of good quality, weighing fifty-six (56) 
pounds to the yard, connected by joint fastenings of, the 
most approved pattern, (known as the fish bar pattern.) 
The cross-ties are generally of sapling pine, one-fourth 
of which are rotten and require replacing. The bridges 
and trestles are good and substantially built. 

To replace trestles on this portion of the road -from 
York to Akron Station, will cost eleven thousand two - 
hundred and fifty dollars, ($11,250 00.) 

From Akron Station to Tuskaloosa, twenty-five (25) 
miles, the road bed is through a prairie district, and is as 
good and well built as any new road of the same material ; 
but, like all prairie roads, will require frequent filling and 
draining for two or three years. The superstructure is 
goodand well laid. The cross-tiesare generally of oak, with 
an average of seven (7) inches face, and placed not more 
than thirty (30) inches from centre to centre. The rails are 
of good quality, weighing fifty-six (56) pounds to the 
yard, connected by joint fastenings of the fish bar pattern. 
“On this twenty-five (25) miles of road, between Akron 
Station and Tuskaloosa, are numerous temporary bridges 
and trestles, measuring in all fifteen thousand seven- hun- 
‘dred and seventy-five (15,775) feet, engineer’s measure- 
ment, constructed of pine poles with the bark on, and 
rapidly going to decay; and none of these bridges or 
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| trestles can last more than six or eight montlis, and most 
| of them would be dangerous to pass over at this time but 
' for the careful watching of the able and energetic H. F. 
Wheeler, the General Superintendent and Chief Engineer 
of the road, who keeps parties of his most trusty work- > 
men constantly watching, and removing the rotten poles 
and replacing them with sound ones, and bracing the 
weak places. 
We estimate that it will cost to build the bridges and 
_ trestles on these twenty-five (25) miles of road between 
Akron Station and Tuskaloosa, one hundred and seven 
‚thousand (107,000) dollars. From Tuskaloosa to the one ` 
hundred and eighty mile post, south of Chattanooga, 
. sixteen (16) miles, this superstructure is laid upon a good 
and substantial road bed. 

The excavations and embankments have been brought 
to their proper shape and grade, adapted forthe perma- 
nent working of the road.’ The rails are of good quality, 
weighing fifty-six (56) pounds to the yard, connected by 
joint fastenings of the fish bar pattern, and laid upon, 
cross-ties of the best quality, and 1 is, in all respecis, a first 
class road. 

_Between the one hundred and seventieth and the one 
hundred and eighty-fifth mile posts, (south of Chattanooga), 
there are nine miles of temporary road, (that is), the track 


is diverted from the original and established survey at dif- . | 


ferent points along these fifteen (15) miles of road to avoid 
deep excavations and heavy embankments,by winding 
around the points of elevation which occur on the regu- 
lar and adopted line. Upon these nine (9) miles of tem- 
porary road, the rails, cress-ties and road bed are good, but 
the curves are too sharp, and the grades too heavy, for the 
safe and practical working of the road. At the different 
places on the permanent survey excavations and embank- 
ments have been commenced and a large amount of labor 
expended which will be available in completing the road. 

We estimate that it will cost to finish the grading, re- 
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move and put'down the cross-ties and rails, on this portion 


of the road, one huudred and eighty thousand (180,000) . 
dollars. 


With the exception ‘of those temporary trestles, near 
Red Gap, (which are to be and are now being filled in 
with earth), there is a continuous line of good road from 
the one hundred and seventieth mile post to the State 
line, (one hundred and thirty-eight miles,) the superstrue- 
ture is laid upon a good and substantial: road bed. The 
excavations and embankments have been brought to the 
proper slope and grade, as adapted for the permanent 
working of the road. The cross-ties are of hewed oak, of 
superior quality, and placed within thirty (30) inches from 
céntre to centre. The rails are of good quality, weighing 


fifty-six (56) pounds to the yard. The bridges and trestles - 


- are substantially built, and on the most approved plan. 
The culverts are of substantial stone masonry. We esti- 
mate the cost of filling in the trestles, near Red Gap, at 
fifty-five thousand (55,000) dollars. m 


The road is in operation and cars are running daily Has 


tween Meridian and Atlanta. But there is not, at this 


time, in the hands of the Receiver, an outfit and equip- 


ment sufficient to perform, promptly, the business of the 
road now in operation. A larger portion of the engines, 
and rolling stock generally, have been removed from this 


portion of the road and are nas in Georgia and... 


Tennessee. 

We notice a large amount ot new work which ‘has 
been done at various points, upon road bed and trestles, 
outside the ordinary labor of keeping a finished and well 
built road in good running condition, and for better inform- 
ation on this subject, we referred to the Superintendent’s 
books of expenditures, and find from the 11th of Au- 
gust to the 30th of September, the following charges, 
viz : 


= 
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From the 11th to the 30th of August, inclusive, 


‚for labor finishing road bed ......... . $4,608 94 
“6 ontrestleS...i...io....... 1,150 34 

From the 1st to the 30th September, for labor 
finishing road bed...........-.---<--. 6,667 04 


For labor on trestles................ 1,107 42 


$13,538 74 
l Which ‘exhibit. shows that from the earnings of the 
portion of the road now in operation since your Excel- 
lency placed it in the hands of Col. J. H. Gindrat, he has 
appropriated and applied thirteen thousand five hundred 
and thirty-three dollars and seventy-four cents to the per- 
manent completion of the road, which shows extraordi- 
nary management, when we take into view: the limited 
portion of the road to which he has been compelled to 
confine his operations. 

Please allow us to remind your Excellency that when 
you appointed Col. J. H. Gindrat Receiver, and placed the 
road in his hands, it was, as it is now, in an unfinished 
condition ; and in addition, it was completely disorganized 
and paralyzed by legal controversy, and a spirit of discon- 
tent and antagonism prevailed against the road. But by 
a judicious organization of efficient officers, he has brought 
order out of chaos, and inspired confidence and good. feel- 
ing along the whole road. | N 
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To complete road from Meridian to York 

SAO 2a O E E $141,200 00 
- To replace one-fourth (4) of the ties: from 

York to Akron, forty (40) miles.....- 11,250 00 
To replace temporary trestles between Akron . 

Station and Tuskaloosa, fifteen thousand 

seven hundred and tad (15,775) 

A A EHRE EN ~- 107,000 00 


a carried forward. 222000... $332,450 00 
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Amount brought forward....... ... $332,450 00 
To fill trestles near Red Gap, now temporary, - 
and to be filled...-.-.....-.--------- 55,000 00 
To complete nine (9) miles of road between — 
the seventieth and eighty-fifth (70 and 
85) mile post, moving and laying the rails 
and ties from temporary to permanent 
road bed... 2-2. eee e eee eee eee 180,000 00 
Work done upon the road in permanent con- 
struction, since the State took possession 
by Col. H. F. Wheeler, Genl. Superind’t 13,533 74 


$507,983 74 
Which exhibit shows that, we estimate the cost to com- 
plete the road at the time it was placed in the hands of 
Col. J. H. Gindrat, five hundred and seven thousand nine 
` hundred and eighty-three ($507,983 74) dollars. 
All of which is respectfully submitted by your obedient 
servants, 


E. FARRAND;” - 
R.T. THOM. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me the 9th of Novem- ` 
ber, 1871. _ 
_ J. P. NETTLES, 
N P., and Ex-Officio J. P. 
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